EL PASO HERALD

“WE must begin the child's training be="
tween the ages of two and three, not
fearing brain fag and kindred buga-
6T ISCUSS abstract matters with the child
from the first, teaching him to think.
He should be able to conduct his own
education by the time he is seven
years old.
ol AT the agé of nine he should be as familiar
with the ordinary branches of mathe-
*  matics as the college entrant.
“AT twelve hashould be ready for the regu-
jar college course. Heshould complete
this in two years. '
é - JE should be doing a man’s work before
ke is twenty.”’ AN :
“THE same amount of mental energy used
in those silly games thought specially
adapted for the childish mind can be
directed to  the :
interests, intellectual activity and love
of knowledge.
& PEING in a barbaric stage, we are afraid
of thought.
“roneous belief that early thinking and
study causes nervousness and mental
disorders.
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At Five Begins
to Learn.

Grlﬂuﬂe on
22nd Birthday.

At 28 Takes Up
Hiz Woric

At 60 Is in Mis
Intellectuat Prime

or This—

At 12 He Enters
Coliege.

At 20 Does Bril-
liant Work.

At 30 & Worn
Ot Old Man.

[ TEE proper edusction of the child

recently inouguraled prozident of the
Oniversity of Vermont Pere tales issue
radically 1oith Professor Borir Sidis, of
Harvard Universily, whose system. of
educalion lias reveived world-wide no-
Sice through the enfrencs eof his fhir-
teen yeor old son Willisw info Ear-
vard os en sdvancad . udemt.
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of the chile af the 490 of three. His
fdear gre guoted in part al the lefs hand
iop of this page. Bimce the cose of Kiz som
became pubiic many “infant prodipies” pro-
duced by elight varistions of the Jidia rys-
fem have eppegred. The swost sotadble ie o
girl, Winifred Etuner, of Filtsbury, whs af
Ihe age of thirteen compares with Jounp
Bidis in learning.

cul one fiird of theqllstied three score and
fen, making old monand women of them
af fortyt Dr. Bepton says o, calling the
rwwatems “educational infanticide.” His arti-
cls wpon the sudject, voriiten especially for
Tor this mesospogper, followss

ts the poramoting grobiem of fo-
day. Dr. Guy Poiter Benton, the

Professor Bidie beginae the education

Dozs this early sducation af the chiig

By Dr. Guy Potter Benton

President of the Univarsity of Vermont

E DUCATIONAL infanticide, as I call it, 1a
a wicked crime agalnst civilization.

I define educational Infanticlda as
the process of pushing maturity down into
infancy. It is the Intallectual farcing of chil.
dren, just as plants tn a hothous= gre foreed,
by belng surrcunded with the most ideal con-
ditions. Thelr bralns sre cncouraged to be-
come unhealthily active. Thelr mental pow-
ers are overtaxed. Their minds work over-
tims

There have been cases of ohildren who dia
wonderful mental work st an early sgs Be-
fora they were gix they were asble to read
and write betlter than most grown folk A
Fear or so later they were delving into the
ancient Greek and Romun cldssics for llght
reading AL the age when (he normg] echild
iz romplog about his play they ware to¥ing
with the Fourth Dimenslon.

That Is what I call educational Infanticider

There are two possible wars of edueating
the childreg of the age. The omo method I
bave called the “hothouse method.” By that
method the child is “lorced” apd his brain
i unhealthlly stimulated. It undertakes
tarks too heavy at a too early age

The olber msthod i= the one adaptad tp
the normal development of & man or woman,
Under this method the eduecationsi process
is not rapid. The child Is led slowly along
the way it ghould go, instead of being pushead
or Jerked up a path too steep for its feet to
negotiate without injury.

My ides af a proper educational plan would
extend over & much longer period than the
“bothouse™ method could endure,

The normal boy child beging to talk be
tween the ages of one and two years Ha
begins to observe at once, snd the next fhrea
oF four years are crammed with mental ae-
Gulsitions. The human belng learns mops,
normally, between the first and Aith vear of
itz existence tham In all the later years of

ita life. It acquires the art of spesch It
learns to walk It learns (0 see clearly and
to understand the words of others. it spgulrea
a great mass of general knowledge of the
world In wihich Mz life 18 o he spent.

This knowledge comes to the child, whethar
its ming is fed with other information or not.
At this age tho ckld mind i immensely re-
ceptive. Its capabiiities for ussimilation ars
immensa. But they eannot be tuxed o tha
utmoest witkout belng strained and weakened,

The normal child's mind bas about all 1t
can do, in these years, without extra sirsin
Bo, untll the ckild s five years old, I should
teach it nothing and make little er no oog- !
scious effort at Its instryction.

In the ncrmal child the (fth birthdey marks
the polnt at which it = sale and advisable to
begin instruction. The child Is not yet resdy
for stresucus mentsl work by any meams. It
Is no more ready for higher mathemutics
thuan at the age of two It wie ready to run a
Lundred yords In tea seconis. But the capa-
hillties for learning are iatont, and the first
tsachinga sbould be elsmentary snd simple.
If (hey are delayed, harm {3 done. I they
are begun oo soun, moch greatsy permanent
karm is deone

When the chlld Is Ove years old, it may
begin @ lears the alphmbet, to gain some
ides of the manner In which words ara sym-
bollxed In vriften or printed characters It
mxy, o short, beglu tv learn to read asnd
write. i

Littia Winifred Stoner,
the Pittsburgh Child
Raised by the Borls
Sides Method, Now a
Prodigy, but Whoss
Life Will be Short
ened one-third if Dr
Benton Is Correct.

TooEarLY TEACHING
CosTs YOUR CHILD
3 1vs LiFg!”

Prodigies’ Mean “Educational
Infanticide? *’

The average chlld will do well to enter the
elementary schools when it is seven years
old. By that time, from association with its
small playfellows, it has overcome the 4lMi-
dence of the haby, amnd the entrance into 4
new Jiie In the scheols is not 0 abrupt.

The elementary schoeol truining stould oc.
cupy cight yaars, as 1t does In most places
st the present time. Thers should be no at-
tempt at short culs or “double promotiona”
during these sight rears. The child should
jearn leigurely ut this pariod of ita iife. For
it Is learning all the time, cutside of school,
more than It learns In the clesssrocm,

Tho high-achool course of four years is the
preper length, end hers agnin the child
ghounld not be hurrled. That is the Arst prin-
ciple of a proper edacstional plan, in my
opinion. Lefsurely acquisition of imowiedge.

Pursuing s studles ia regular course, the
child is ready for college at the age of eigh-
teen or ninsteen. DRy that Hme, in boys at
any rite, the cHangs to cellege life, with the
usual geparation from home tles, i5 5 benefi-
cia! one, Ths boy is old enough to think for
himself and to adiust himsel! graduslly o
the changad surroundings of cellege

The child will be graduated from col-

lege at the age of twenty-two or twen-
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S DUCATIONAL infanticide is a wicked

crime .against the ehild and against

civilization.

GRAAN is an infant until he reaches the
age of twenty-five years.

“PRE-MATURITY hinders the preparation
for large usefulness:

“AYOUNG man . should not be ready to
take up “his life work until he is
twenty-seven vears old.

should be
play until they are twenty-five.

114 CHILD taught too early dies an old man
twenty-five years before he ought.

“THE age limit of efficiency is extending
itself; from fifty years at the beginning
‘of the century it is now near sixty-five.

€ T HIS is not, asis often said, the age of the
young mans;
pared man.

“IT is betfer to start in one's lifework toe

late than too early.
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encouraged. to

It is the age of the pre-
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Willie Sidis, Raised by His Father's
Method, Who According to Dr,
Benton Will Be Senile at 40.

ty-three. | say “the child” still, for the
normal person is, and should be, an
infant until the age of twenty-five.

After graduation from cellege the young
man ls ready to ¢hoose a profession or to
declde on his Iife work. Befors that timie he
ha mnot been competent to do so. The pur-
posa of g collegs educstion, to my way of
thinking, Is to enable 2 man to declds Intel-
llgently whaet Bis life 8 to be. In my ex-
perience | have secn many instances {0 sup-
port thia view. | bave gesn young men who
came fo college with the idea that becausa
they had fitted their homes with eclecirie
bells thoy had the makings of electrical en-
gineors. It tock the first bitter tasts of some
branch of higher mathematics fo convines
them that they had mistaken thelr calling.
Then they were quick to petitlos for & chiange
in thelr electives.

At the age of twenty-alght o thirty rears
the youth is remdy and able to take up hia
lif= work.! He iz a well-balanced, normal,
pane heing, In the fullness of sirength and
rendy for the work shead of him.

Contrast this plan wilk the ona urged by
thase who would rush n child info man's
estato In ten or ffteen years

how to think and has Jearned read
to write The play instinct is suppressed by
the Influence of the parent or teacher.

Another year szes the plar Instinet aop-
mant, and the child the intallsctual equsl of
a well-grown young manl

At six years old, the play Insiinet is hope-
leasly dead, The child live exly through
Hs brain. IT 15 a sericus minded thing, whoes
sense of humor responds only to the stiited
Joken of the classiec authors, or the pop-
derons eplgrams of Dr. Johnson and his
school.

The body may be daveloped properly. The
child may be physically hexithy. But the
brain I= overworked steadliy!™

For a few years the 2ffect wilf not appear,
The child will be a “prodigy.,” so called—ths
pride of its parents and the admiration of

Itz parents' friends.

Then the body will begin to dwarf itasit
automaticaily, Physical effects will appear.
The abnormal Braln will shine out through
the eyes, and In most cases ths head wiil
be unusuaily developed,

Through the twenties, the child will
do wonderful things intellectually.

Then come the thirties, and an in-
evitable and practically universal decay
and aging of mind and body,

Death, snsomidy, or ¢ loss of the brain's
porrers surely follows!

The life is cud from the allotizd three-
score years and 1en ta a bare fwo-score,

Tha affect of child labor is Famillar to every
pne. [t may be seen most frequently in Euro-
pean citles. The straets are full of queer lin
tle figurss with preternaturally grave faces,
old beforz their time. They sre men when
they sheuld be playing around In someone’s
back yard. When they should be men, a few
years later, they are most often mental and
physical wrecks

it is the same way with too early
and too strenuous brain work. The
child can do it all right, just as the
child laborer can tend the machins or
pick the slate from the coal, or drive
the mule team in the coal mine.

But the effect is sure to make itself
feit. The mind of the child becomss,
all too soon, the mind of a grown man,
And ten or twenty years later, when
the mind should ba at its best, tha
“hothouse™ child is a mental wreck

and good for nothing.

I have said that to-day fa the age of the
praoparsd man The valua of preparation Ia
seen every day, The slow apd sure process
of education is the one tiat wins out in ths
long run, every time The Usi of men whe
have accoamplished pgrest fhings o thelr
youth and have continted thelr sccomplishe
ments through a long and worthy lfs i3 &
ghori one

The age llmit of efficlency has sdvanced
In this century. The men who controlled and
directed the destinies of this republle in its
eariy dars were usunlly withig the fiftles,
" few years ago Dr. Osler declared that &
man of sixty hsd arrived at the Hmit of ases
fulness. Buf mow ws see n man of sixty-five
appointed to the Supreme Court of the United
States, azd many inastances might be enume-
erated of perfect socomplishment reftched
only after the aps Umit fixed by Dr. Osles
had been passed.

The longer the period of infaney In pro-
tracted. the wore effizisat your wman will be

Stop the Oré,b! It's Fast Following the Lobster Into Oblivion!

By Rene Bache

HAT Is Broadway going to

4o The “jobster palaces.”

representing the highest

gastronomic uplift of the metropolls,
are in danger.

What s a lobstar palace withont
lobstera? Ope might reply that crads
are an available substitute [or the
nobler and fast-disappearing cruata
cean. For some Ume past, indeed,
chafing dish and other appstlzing
preparations of c¢rabs have been
commonly and acceptably served im
place of lobster at New York's most
expensive bolels nud resaursngs,

Bist, alas! what asgonizing <ry is
this that begins to make Itzelf
heard? The ecrab output, hitherio
decmed unlimited and Inexhaustl
ble, Is sbowing signs of rapid dimi-
pution. It is upable much lonzer Lo
gtand the tremendous drafls upon it

1t is the canuing business tist is
mainly responsible for the threat
ened disnppearancs of the “blus™
ersh For some unknown reason,
the anjmal breeds only ln the lower

part of Chesapeake Hay, where ai
{he ¢angeries are s=ituated. Au o
quiry Into the subject made By the
Fisberies Buremu showed that a
single canning establishment used
scme hundreds of milllons of craba
in = yvear—peariy ali of them egg-
bearing females. As omne resulf,
"saft” crabe are getting scarce, and
those which come w markst are
undergized.

It hes been sald that no other
water space of egual area in the
world produces so0 much food for
maukind as the Chesapeaks, and,
it oystere be exceptad, crabs are its
principal crop, Not only sre wvast
pumbers, both soft and “hard
backs,” sent alive to distant pointa,
bu¢ the “meats”™ are put up in bulk
for shipment to all parts of the
country. Add to thess ftams the
hundreds of milllona vsed sonualiy
by canners, and It = nol surprising
that erabs should be getling scarcer.

The sitnaticr, however, is pnde-
niably nlurming What is to be dons
about 1t?

IHntch them artificlally, says the
Fisherlezs Bureau. It is the only
way to solve the problemr But,

fortunately, the business ol hatch-
ing lobsters—for cme reasod, be
cause unlimited guantities of thelr
eges are readlly progurable. An
average female lobster carries only
10,000 eggs, whilo the mother crad
produces 2,500,000 at & spnrn.lng:
her ova belng no blgger than “dust’
shot, such ns thst used for killing
humming birds.

Thus it scems that a few thouw
gand female erabs, collected at the
spawning season In the lower Ches-
apeske, wounld ¥ield biillons on bill
ions of cores, which (a3 trials al-
ready made bhave shown) can easlly
be hatched in glass jars, such as
thoge employed for the Incubation
of shad egzs

Statlons for the purpose could he
established at suitabls polints on the
shores of the lower FPotomfao and
Chosapeaks Bay, and as many baby
erabs coitld be turned out as might
be required to malntain the supply,
oo matter bow great the draft upon
the lutter by the lobster paluces,
the enormous Western deman? for
the live lced product In seawsed,
and the consumpiion of “meats™ in
valk and ln cans,

The Blue Grab of America Which May Follow the Lobster inte Exuscucn
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